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Topics

1. New LEED Credentials
2. How to Opt In
3 P i ti Ed ti R i t3. Prescriptive Education Requirements
4. Ongoing Credentialing Maintenance
5. How to get your Continuing Education





Tier I – LEED Green AssociateTier I LEED Green Associate
• Core Knowledge Exam
• Demonstrate fundamental 

knowledge in green design 
construction & operationsconstruction & operations

• Employed in a sustainable field
• or engaged in green/LEED 

d tieducation program
• $50 application fee + $100 exam 

fee
• Continuing Ed:  15 hours every 2 

years (3 hrs LEED specific)



Tier II – LEED AP
• Extraordinary Depth of knowledge in green 

building practiceg
• Specialized field

– Interior Design & Construction
– Building Design & Construction

C O &– Commercial Operations & Maintenance
– Residential Design & Construction
– Neighborhood Development

• Demonstrate professional experience in at least• Demonstrate professional experience in at least 
one LEED project

• $50 Application Fee + $300 Exam Fee
• Continuing Ed: 30 hours every 2 years (6hrs• Continuing Ed:  30 hours every 2 years (6hrs 

LEED, 3 of those rating system specific)



Tier III – LEED AP FellowTier III LEED AP Fellow

• Elite Class of LeadingElite Class of Leading 
Green Professionals

• “Years of Experience”Years of Experience
• Peer review of Project 

Portfolio
• Cost:  TBD
• Continuing Ed: TBDContinuing Ed:  TBD



Already A LEED AP?
• Earn Specialty Designation:

– LEED AP BD+CLEED AP BD+C
– LEED AP ID+C
– LEED AP O+M
– LEED AP Homes
– LEED AP ND

• Current LEED APs have 2 options:Current LEED APs have 2 options:
– Opt In:  Enroll in CMP prescriptive path 

for specialty track
– Take new version of LEED AP exam– Take new version of LEED AP exam

(don’t need to take the GA)



New LEED AP RequirementsNew LEED AP Requirements
• Opt-In:  Complete Prescriptive Requirements for Each 

Specialty Designation
• CE = Continuing Education:  

– 30 for APs opting-in
• ERB = Education Reviewing Bodiesg

– General CEs may be approved by ERBs, or not
– LEED Specific CEs must be approved by ERB or GBCI 

• Self Report CE hours online, starting 11/01/09p , g
• CEs may be audited
• $50 Fee
• Don’t pay or complete CMPs = No Specialty DesignationDon t pay or complete CMPs  No Specialty Designation



Why Opt-In ??Why Opt In ??
• Advanced level of knowledge and specialization 
• Demonstrate proficiency
• Ensure that the proficiency is recognized
• Industry moving; be ahead of the curveIndustry moving;  be ahead of the curve.
• RFQ & RFPs will require LEED AP’s with specialty designations
• Distinguish ourselves from our competition

C t LEED AP ill t ll b b l t• Current LEED AP will eventually be obsolete.
• Most TLC LEED APs will be able to meet the prescriptive 

requirements without much problem
• Why NOT Opt-In?  



How do I Opt-In?How do I Opt In?
“What if I have more than one LEED AP credential?”

















How do I Opt-InHow do I Opt In

Mark A. Gelfo
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LEED AP O+M



How do I Opt-In?How do I Opt In?
“How long do I have?”



How do I Opt-In?How do I Opt In?
Prescriptive Requirements:  LEED AP BD+C



How do I Opt-In?How do I Opt In?
Prescriptive Requirements

• Additional from any of the above: 6 CE hours            6 CE hours               6 CE hours

TOTAL: 30 CEs         30 CEs           30 CEs



Prescriptive Requirements

1 Professional De elopment / CE Co rses
“How do I earn my 30 CE hours?”

Prescriptive Requirements

1. Professional Development / CE Courses
a. 1 CE for first hour, 0.5 CE for each additional hour
b. Must be ERB approvedpp

2. Live Presentations
a. Attendee, instructor, panelist, or speaker
b. 1 CE for first hour, 0.5 CE for each additional hour
c. Only earned once for each presentation
d. 5 CEs max per 2-year periodp y p
e. Instructor hours can’t exceed 50% of total CEs



Prescriptive RequirementsPrescriptive Requirements

3 Self Study Programs
“How do I earn my 30 CE hours?”

3. Self Study Programs
a. May include study, research, or reading
b. 1 CE for first hour, 0.5 CE for each additional hour
c Can’t exceed 5 CEs per reporting periodc. Can t exceed 5 CEs per reporting period

4. College & University Courses
a. (1CE per classroom hour)

5 C tifi t & P f i l Li5. Certificates & Professional Licenses
a. 1 CE for certificate, 3 CEs for professional license
b. Can only be obtained when license or certificate is 

first earnedfirst earned
c. Not eligible for LEED-specific hours



Prescriptive RequirementsPrescriptive Requirements
“How do I earn my 30 CE hours?”

6. USGBC Committee & Volunteer Work
a. 2 CEs for holding a Leadership Position,  0.5 CEs 

for meeting attendancefor meeting attendance
b. Can’t exceed total of 4 CEs per reporting period
c. Not eligible for LEED-specific hours

7. Authorship
a. 3 CE for published article, 10 CE for book
b Automatically auditedb. Automatically audited



Prescriptive RequirementsPrescriptive Requirements
“How do I earn my 30 CE hours?”

8. LEED Project Participation
a. 1 CE per LEED credit or pre-requisite
b 2 CEs for being Project Administratorb. 2 CEs for being Project Administrator
c. Limited to 10 CEs per 2-year reporting period
d. All LEED project participation earns LEED-specific 

hhours











Credentialing MaintenanceCredentialing Maintenance
• CE = Continuing Education:  

– 30 for APs every 2 years30 for APs every 2 years
– 15 for GAs every 2 years

• ERB = Education Reviewing Bodies
– General CEs may be approved by ERBs, or not
– LEED Specific CEs must be approved by ERB or GBCI

• Self Report CE hours onlineSelf Report CE hours online
• $50 CMP fee bi-annually.
• Don’t pay or complete CMPs = LEED AP droppedp y p pp
• CEs may be audited



Credentialing MaintenanceCredentialing Maintenance
All CEs must be related to green building, green technology, or LEED



Credentialing MaintenanceCredentialing Maintenance

1 Professional De elopment / CE Co rses
“How do I earn my 30 CE hours?”

1. Professional Development / CE Courses
a. 1 CE for first hour, 0.5 CE for each additional hour
b. Must be ERB approvedpp

2. Live Presentations
a. Attendee, instructor, panelist, or speaker
b. 1 CE for first hour, 0.5 CE for each additional hour
c. Only earned once for each presentation
d. 5 CEs max per 2-year periodp y p
e. Instructor hours can’t exceed 50% of total CEs



Credentialing MaintenanceCredentialing Maintenance

3 Self Study Programs
“How do I earn my 30 CE hours?”

3. Self Study Programs
a. May include study, research, or reading – if well 

documented
b. 1 CE for first hour, 0.5 CE for each additional hourb C o s ou , 0 5 C o eac add o a ou
c. Can’t exceed 5 CEs per reporting period

4. College & University Courses
5 Certificates & Professional Licenses5. Certificates & Professional Licenses

a. 1 CE for certificate, 3 CEs for professional license
b. Can only be obtained when license or certificate is 

first earnedfirst earned
c. Not eligible for LEED-specific hours



Credentialing MaintenanceCredentialing Maintenance
“How do I earn my 30 CE hours?”

6. USGBC Committee & Volunteer Work
a. 2 CEs for holding a Leadership Position,  0.5 CEs 

for meeting attendancefor meeting attendance
b. Can’t exceed total of 4 CEs per reporting period
c. Not eligible for LEED-specific hours

7. Authorship
a. 3 CE for published article, 10 CE for book
b Automatically auditedb. Automatically audited



Credentialing MaintenanceCredentialing Maintenance
“How do I earn my 30 CE hours?”

8. LEED Project Participation
a. 1 CE per LEED credit or pre-requisite
b 2 CEs for being Project Administratorb. 2 CEs for being Project Administrator
c. Limited to 10 CEs per 2-year reporting period
d. All LEED project participation earns LEED-specific 

hhours



How Mark will get his CEs
• USGBC Committee & Volunteer Work: 4 CEs (max)

How Mark will get his CEs
LEED AP BD+C

– Leadership Position = 2 CEs
– 20 Meetings attended = 10 CEs

• LEED Project Participation: 10 CEs (max)
– 4 projects as Admin = 8 CEs
– 8 credits / prereqs = 8 CEs

• Live Presentations: 5 CEs (max)
– 10 USGBC mtgs x 2 yrs x 1 CE = 20 CEs
– TLC University 

• Professional Development / ERB Approved: 11 CEs
– CEUs for PE
– USGBC, Greenbuild 
– TLC University ??

30 CEs



“What if I have more than one LEEDWhat if I have more than one LEED 
AP credential?”

Continuing Maintenance



Legacy LEED APLegacy LEED AP

• Already a LEED AP?• Already a LEED AP?
• Don’t want to enroll in 

CMP or retest?CMP or retest?
• Legacy LEED AP only, 

no specialty.no specialty.



Read Me !



B ild GBuild Green.
Everyone Profits.e yo e o ts
www.usgbc.org

www.gbci.orgg g

www.usgbcnf.org


