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Water Use and Growth 
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Water data from USGS, Estimated Use of Water in the United States in 2000, 

County-level data for 2000; population data from U.S. Census Bureau, State 

Interim Population Projections by Age and Sex: 2004ï2030 



Florida Land Use 2000

3www.1000friendsofflorida.org/planning/2060.asp



Florida Land Use 2060
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Current and Projected Water Use
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4% 2030

48%31%
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Note: power production not shown 

in this figure ïnet consumptive use 

is 1% or less of total SJRWMD water 
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Residential End Uses of Water
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Toilet, 10.8%

Clothes Washer, 
8.7%

Shower, 6.8%

Faucet, 6.3%

Other, 0.9%

Bath, 0.7%

Dishwasher, 0.6%

Leak, 5.5%

Unknown, 1.0%

Outdoor, 58.7%



Standard New Homes
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Shower

21%

Clothes 

washer 

20%

Faucet

18%

Toilet 

20%

Other
Bathtub Dishwasher 1.3%

Gallons per household per day = 140 gallons

Source: Analysis of Water Use in New Single Family Homes, EPA 2011
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High Efficiency New Homes
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Shower 

31%

Clothes 

washer

11%

Faucet

16%

Toilet

15%

Leak

17%

Other
Bathtub 6% Dishwasher 1.1% 

Gallons per household per day = 110 gallons

Source: Analysis of Water Use in New Single Family Homes, EPA 2011



Comparison of average gallons per household 

per day
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Florida Water StarБis a voluntary certification program 

for new and existing residential and commercial 

developments that encourages water efficiency in household 

appliances, plumbing fixtures, irrigation systems and 

landscapes. 
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Florida Water StarSM Versions
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Version Status Projects to Date

Residential Launched in 2006 175

Commercial and Institutional (CI) Will launch in 2011 6

Community Pilot testing 4



Commercial and Institutional (CI)

13

CI Requirements

WaterSense-labeled fixtures

ENERGY STAR-labeled appliances

Extensive irrigation prerequisites similar 

to Residential

20-inch (12.5 gallon) annual irrigation 

water budget

Landscape design review to ensure 

correct site and grouping compatibility

Address plant spacing to prevent overly 

dense landscapes



Kyro Infotec, Lakeland
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High-efficiency indoor fixtures

Treated black water used for irrigation

Site-appropriate drought-tolerant landscaping
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Hendricks Avenue Gate Station
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Compared with similar Gate station this 

station used 61% less water over 1 year

Gate Station Performance
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Community
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Community Requirements

All houses must be certified Florida 

Water StarSM (FWS) Residential Silver

All amenity buildings must meet FWS 

CI requirements

Shared landscape and irrigation 

system must meet FWS CI 

requirements

Extensive operations and maintenance 

requirements



Community Pilot Projects
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Bella Lago ïRetrofit apartment complex, Orlando

Staghorn Villas ïHabitat Subdivision, Orlando

Senior low-income community, Palatka

Colonial Grand Apartments, Lake Mary



Residential Tiers
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Gold ï

Silver ï

Bronze ï

Tier District Status

Gold

SouthFlorida Water Management District 

SouthwestFlorida WaterManagementDistrict 

St Johns River WaterManagement District

Launched 

August 

2009

Silver

SouthFlorida Water Management District 

SouthwestFlorida WaterManagementDistrict 

St Johns River WaterManagement District
Established

Bronze

Existing homes in:

SouthFlorida Water Management District 

SouthwestFlorida WaterManagementDistrict 

St Johns River WaterManagement District

Pilot testing



Program Components
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Landscape

ÅAppropriate plants

ÅPercent turf and percent drought tolerant

Irrigation

ÅMicro-irrigation

ÅReduced high volume

Indoors

ÅWater-efficient toilets, showerheads and faucets

ÅWater-efficient dish and clothes washers



Landscape Goals
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Site-appropriate plants

Reduced irrigated turf grass

Existing vegetation preservation

Increased shade areas
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Right Plant, Right Place

Water and fertilizer requirements 

Soil compatibility

Plant grouping

Sun and shade
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http://floridaswater.com/waterwiselandscapes/index.html


